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February, 2018
The following picture and caption did not make it into the last edition of the Newsletter
as planned.

On the weekend of June 24, four Detroit dancers traveled to the Ohio Scottish Games in
Wellington, Ohio, to dance and demo with the Cleveland country dancers. We were warmly greeted by
Diane Klann, the teacher of the group. You may recall her from our 35th Ball. She and others trekked from
Cleveland during that horrible snow storm. We were happy to reciprocate on a warm, sunny day!
Don and Margaret went down the night before the Games and had a lovely stay at the Oberlin Inn
in the town of Oberlin, which is the home of Oberlin College and the now famous (well, in Scottish circles,
anyway) Scottish Arts School. Every June, following the Ohio Games, students from age 12 to whateverage-you-want-to-stop-sleeping-in-a-dorm-room begin a week of immersion in the Scottish arts. Offerings

include piping, drumming, highland dance, harp, fiddle, and Gaelic. I don’t recall that they have ever
offered country dancing. My son, the piper, met his future wife, the drummer, at this school.
Don and Margaret got up early and were at the Games in time to demo with the group for the
morning session. Cris and her friend Steve traveled down Saturday morning, as did Jim and I. Cris and I
participated in the afternoon session, with Cris doing the harder dances and me the easier ones. After
dancing, we toured the Games. Cris and Steve went on to visit with friends, and Jim and I got an overnight
stay with the afore-mentioned son and family up on Lake Erie. It was a good time, perfect dancing weather
(not too hot), and great company.

Bonnie Cook
Now we are just into the New Year, looking back to last year but also looking forward to the events of
2018, especially the Border Cities’ Workshop, which will be held in Windsor this year.

Below, at the Renaissance Festival in August (left to right): Corrie Cortez, Griff Evans, Cris
Doby, Grant Rutila, Glenna Washburn, Rhett Heberling, and Sue Boczek, with fiddler Marilyn
Hotaling and guitarist Tom Dooley.

As so often happens, our happy times were mixed with sorrow. Although we had known for
some time that Delores Silver was going to be moving to Florida because of her husband’s job, it
was still a shock in July when we got a picture of Delores with her new group in Jacksonville.
That’s Delores fifth from right in the pink blouse.

So we sent her a picture of our class in Troy that week (above).

We also had the sad news that our long-time member Irene Vorshuk from Windsor died on
August 8.
Rhett Heberling, our vice-chairman, writes:
The Detroit Demonstration Team was asked to do ceilidh dances at a wedding in Grosse Pointe
over Labor Day weekend. Before the requested dances, the team started off with “The Reel of the
51st Division”. Special thanks to Don Sarna for filling in at the last minute. Laurel Paterson
then took over instructing the masses in the fine art of ceilidh dancing. Members of the team took
partners among the guests. With the potential for things to go horribly wrong, everything went
quite well. Nobody was injured, and the wedding guests seemed happy.
Hats off to Laurel!
The Demonstration team at the Grosse Pointe wedding (below, from left to right): Don Sarna;
Margaret Sarna; Cris Doby; Josh Burdick, behind Cris, keyboard; Laurel Paterson, Susie Lorand,
fiddle; Grant Rutila behind Glenna Washburn, Linda Johnston, Rhett Heberling behind Sue
Boczek

Rhett writes about the Windsor Ball of October 28, 2017:
In honor of Canada’s 150th year, the 2017 Windsor Ball program featured dances with a
Canadian theme, with “The Saint John River”, “Border Cities’ Jig”, “Maple Leaf Rant”,
“Bonavista”, and “Bobby Brown’s Canadian Breakdown”. Music was provided by Scotch Mist.
A contingent of dancers from both Ann Arbor and Detroit made the routine journey across the

border. Good food, an enjoyable dance program, and a party afterwards--a good time was had
by all. A high point for me--escorting Windsor’s esteemed June Dey during the grand march.
Grant Rutila, Rhett Heberling, and Griff Evans reviewing the dances before the start of the ball.

And Mary Low was pictured (below) dancing with her son Bruce at the Detroit Burns Club
Annual Burns Supper Saturday, January 27th.
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We welcome corrections, additions, suggestions, articles, and photographs about Scottish
Country Dancing and Scotland.

